" writes : I send postal-order for 5s. for the nurse who lost her eyesight.
were " destitute." Now,"the people might be practically unable to pay, and the doctor quite unable to recover his fee, and yet the Guardians might think that the people were not " destitute," and so the doctor might lose his fee. Thus a direct application to a doctor might only cause extra delay, and in all ordinary cases the first thing to be done was to send to the relieving officer, for no individual Guardian could .give an order. Accordingly the midwife would send the husband or some messenger to the relieving officer. Even if the latter was in his office, the inevitable enquiries took time; if he were out, the delay might be very great. The remedy he proposed was simple. If the people said they were unable to pay, let the request in writing of a certified midwife to a doctor to attend be equivalent to an order from a relieving officer, so that the Guardians should be bound in the first instance to pay the fee which they usually paid to the Union doctor. Then the Guardians would be at liberty to recover it from the responsible parties if they were able to pay. To afford this complete remedy legislation might be necessary, but a near approximation to it might be given by the Local Government Board and Guardians without waiting for an Act of Parliament.
Passing on to what he described as a problem of far greater importance, Mr. Dodd pointed out that competent women would not become midwives because they were not properly paid, and 1910 was approaching. Here Canada, and Australia.
